Speaking of the Holy

Kent SGM

Mystery. God. Humanity. Reason. As Unitarian Universalists we have difficulty naming our experience of the holy. By wrestling with this language together we may find it possible to begin to form shared language and thus to speak the truth of our own experience with the holy.

Words for Gathering:
You could have golden treasure buried beneath your feet,

And walk over it again and again, yet never find it because

You don’t realize it is there.

Just so, all beings live every moment in the city of the Divine,

But never find the Divine because it is hidden by the

Well of illusion.



--- from the Chandogya Upanishad
Sitting in Stillness
As we prepare to create and enter a sacred space, let us take a moment to sit in silence together.  

Checking-in:
Please light a candle and tell us what has been happening in your life.  The group will listen with care, but without comment; please feel free to offer support after the group meeting. If you like, you may light your candle in silence.

Theme for Reflection:

Indeed within any one UU congregation, given our extremely diverse religious and faith backgrounds, there are many languages and faith perspectives at play. So talking with each other deeply becomes nearly impossible. This is then made harder because so many of us have chosen to reject the religious language of our personal pasts. Without any new language, we find it terribly hard to express what we now believe. We may feel reverence when we are carried away by the choir’s gorgeous music or we may feel inspired by the beautiful vista beyond these elegant nineteenth century windows, but when it comes to expressing what we feel in words—well, it’s just too hard to do without dragging in old words that make us wince, or triggering old memories of religions we want to leave in the past.

---Reverend Lucinda Duncan

We have in our Principles and Purposes an affirmation of our faith which uses not one single piece of religious language. Not one. Not even one word that would be considered traditionally religious. And that is a wonderment to me; I wonder whether this kind of language can adequately capture who we are and what we are about.




---Reverend William G. Sinkford

My dictionary defines “reverence” as a profound meaning of respect mixed with wonder, fear and luck. Reverence is not a means to an end; it is an end itself, an unbidden reaction, in response to our place in the universe.




---Reverend David F Bumbaugh

The problem is not a lexical one that we need language of reverence, more religious language, the problem is for me is we lack reverence for language we already have”



---Sheila Schuh, DRE

In responding to the following questions, know that they are your launching ground. Respond to the questions that speak to you personally or, if you’d rather, comment on the readings.

How do you find words to describe the indescribable?

How do you find language for the deepest dimensions and mysteries of our lives?

What language is part of your present day spiritual or religious practice?

How can we as Unitarian Universalists find common ground with language that allows us to capture the possibility of reverence, to name the holy?
Likes and Wishes:


Please tell us what you liked and what you wish might have been different about this meeting.
Words for Parting

As we move forward through the ages, may we find the courage to spread those words that matter most-whoever we are; wherever we find ourselves.

--The Reverend Jane Rzepka

Extinguish candles
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